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NAMES OF THE HARD TISSUES OF THE TEETH 

P/ The work of Purkyne in the field of dental histology, 
discussed in the February Bulletin brought up the discovery 

of cementum and the introduction by Cuvier of the name ciment. 
Early investigators apparently had some difficulty in finding 
a good descriptive term for this tissue. This difficulty was 
perhaps enhanced by the fact that they had already assigned 

the character of bone to the dentin. Blumenbach, the anatomist, 
called cementum substantia cornea (horny substance); F. Cuvier 
called it cortical substance, which R. Owen translated into 
cortex ossevus; Fraenkel (1835) labelled it substantia ostoidea. 
The least descriptive name was Blake's (1802) crusta petrosa 
(stony rind). Since Baron Georges Cuvier was familiar with 
cementum only on and in animal teeth, he probably chose the 
term ciment (cement) because of the function of that tissue 

in joining the plates of compound teeth such as those of the 
elephant. The earliest use in English, according to the 

Oxford English Dictionary, is 189, but it occurs much earlier. 


Dentin, the tissue most recently to receive its present desig- 
nation, was so named (dentine) by Richard Owen in his Odon- 
tography published 180-185. Previously, it had been 
aesignated by the English writers usually as tooth bone, and 
by the French as ivory. 


Enamel in English, email in French and Schmelz in German 
were very old terms for that tissue. The Oxford English Dic- 
tionary gives 1718 as its earliest known use in English. 
Charles Allen, in his Curious Observations of the Teeth 
(1685), referred to enamel as "This natural Enamel which I 
call the gloss of the Tooth." Eighteenth century writers in 
French and German used the corresponding terms email and 
Schmelz. The name of the tissue in all three languages has 
reference to jeweler's enamel, which is a glass baked onto 
metal. The latest international congress on anatomy held in 
Paris in 1955 adopted the Latinized form enamelum as the of- 
ficial designation. Earlier (1895) it was designated in 
Latin as substantia adamantina. 


Many of the dental terms and their changes reflect the 
contemporary state of knowledge concerning the entities 
designated. 


@@ Dr. Ira C. Brownlie of 2040 Clairmont Street, Denver, 
Colorado, a member of the A.A.H.D., died December 8, 1956. 
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MAIL ORDER DENTURES 

P/ Most dentists of the 18th and early 19th centuries were 
in the habit of making prostheses for patients who were unable 
to visit their offices. Before impressions were regularly 
taken in the latter 18th century, the dentist usually con- 
structed the denture from measurements made directly in the 
patient's mouth, and he resorted to impressions in wax only 
when the patient could not be present. This device, which 
was considered only a make-shift procedure, later superseded 
the older method and then the dentist himself took the im- 
pression which in earlier times had been made by the patient. 


Dr. J. Menzies Campbell has supplied an unpublished letter 
dated November 20, 1807 from Yilliam Wade, Master of Cere- 
monies at the Royal Pavilion, Brighton to Nicolas de Chemant, 
the earliest dentist to construct practical porcelain dentures: 


Sir, 


I have received a letter from my son, Lieutenant-Colonel Wade 
of His Majesty's 25th. Light Dragoons, dated Calcutta 27th. 
March last 1807. 


My son has sent the enclosed patterns of drawings for his 
false teeth, which he desires you will execute in a masterly 
style and pack them up safe in cotton, and put them in a 
small box proper for the purpose; and send them to me here, 
directed for "William Wade, Esq., M.C., No. 2, New Street, 
Brighton" and send the bill of what they come to. 


As the ships will sail very soon for Madras, where my son is 
gone, I desire you will lose no time to execute the order and 
send to me here. Keep the enclosed by you safe, that in case 
my son may have occasion for more, you will be able to execute 
them for him. 


I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Villiam 


CONFERENCE OF HISTORY ORGANIZATIONS 

P/ Representatives of the national organizations interested 
in the history of health sciences will meet at an informal 
luncheon conference in New York City, May 3. The societies 
represented will be the American Association of the History 

of Medicine, the American Institute of the History of Pharmacy, 
the History of Science Society, the American Academy of the 
History of Dentistry, and the Section on Historical Pharmacy 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association. George Griffen- 
hagen, secretary of the latter section, is host. 
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